
Wind, a New “Green Energy” Project?   

By Linda Rulison and Catherine Andrews   

Renewable Energy Systems has proposed construction of 30 to 50 wind turbines 
on Weyerhaeuser property in L'Anse Township. However, after a FAA archive 
search, results show 102 applications for this particular site. Some would say that 
this is a great “green energy” source for local citizens.  

Consequently, some have asked why would a local environmental group that’s 
been around for nearly 30 years and whose major focus has been protecting the 

people and the 
unique 
environment of the 
Lake Superior 
watershed from 
chemical 
contamination and 
environmental 
degradation turn 
our attention to 
industrial scale 
wind farm 
development.  It’s a 
fair question.

....continued on page 2..
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Highway clean up 
dates:

 
April 28 - May 6

July 14 -22
September 22-30

 
The snow will soon be 
melted with trash lurking 
underneath waiting for 
FOLK supporters to pick 
up.  We need your help 
with this community 
service. Please 
contact Rosemary Grier 
@334-2660 and we can 
keep you informed 
through our facebook 
page or search for 'FOLK 
Friends of the Land of 
Keweenaw'.  

An Invitation to Celebrate with FOLK and UPEC! by Linda Rulison

We know that as humans, we only protect what we know and love and we love the Great Lakes, especially Lake 
Superior. However, as I am reading Nancy Langston’s book, “Sustaining Lake Superior” and its rich environmental 
history, I am reminded how it has suffered at the hands of humans. Humans were awed by Lake Superior but totally 
underestimated our capacity to pollute and the Lake’s capacity to “assimilate” the pollution. It slowly became 
apparent that many of the toxins were persistent and accumulated within the Lake’s organisms. Also, it became 
apparent that the Lake’s geographic isolation did not protect it from urban industrial pollution hundreds or thousands 
of miles away. As Langston points out “…the pollution legacies from the boom era have persisted far longer than the 
economic benefits.” With that in mind, we will come together on March 23th & 24th at the Great Lakes Research 
Center on the campus of Michigan Technological University to celebrate what is “Great” about Lake Superior and 
remind ourselves why we need to stay vigilant about loving and protecting this Great Lake. The event is being 
hosted by the Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition, Friends of the Land of Keweenaw and MTU’s Great Lakes 
Research Center.

See http://upenvironment.org/celebrate-upper-michigan/ for more information.  Details will appear on this page as 
they become available.

An example of forested windmill site.  from MI Wild Highlands, 
Wind Action Coalition

http://upenvironment.org/celebrate-upper-michigan/
http://upenvironment.org/celebrate-upper-michigan/


Wind, Green Energy? continued from page 1.....

What is the impact of this “green, renewable” 
energy technology on the forest ecosystem in which 
it is proposed?  Road expansion and development, 
bridge building, culvert installation, dynamiting and 
drilling into bedrock will all be part of the site 
preparation process in an area rich with lakes, 
rivers, streams, springs, bogs and wetlands.

The hilly ridges in the proposed 26,000 acre 
development site in L’Anse Township are home to 
thousands of species of flora and fauna that make 
this area unique.  Eagles, other raptors, migratory 
birds, songbirds and long-eared bats can be found in 

these hills.  Ornithologists will tell you that when migrating 
birds approach ridges and see Lake Superior, they begin to 
descend toward the shoreline.  A string of turbines could 
present a barrier of turning blades in their flyways. While wind 
energy creates a lower carbon emissions output than fossil 
fuels, a project of this size will industrialize some of our most 
“wild” areas. 

Large and small-scale energy efficiency solutions and non-
transmission alternatives to these giant 500 foot high 
behemoths should be fully investigated before a project of this 
magnitude is permitted.  For that reason, FOLK has supported 
and will continue to support citizens as they seek to make 
informed decisions on wind generation or any other projects.

In December, FOLK received a Health Consultation 
report from the U.S Department of Health and 
Human Services Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR).  The report is the latest in 
a list of actions FOLK and local citizens have 
requested to protect the public health and the Lake 
Superior bioregion near the L’Anse Warden Electric 
Company (LWEC) in L’Anse.  

Since 2008, LWEC has burned everything from 
construction debris, mill sludge, PCP and creosote 
treated railroad ties, shredded tires and wood chips 
and fines to power a turbine to produce “renewable” 
energy.   The Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) approved the addition of 
engineered fuel pellets, containing polymers, to the 
fuel mix for a 180 day test period which began in 
September 2017.  LWEC has a 20 year contract with 

Analysis of Environmental Contaminants in Air and Soil in L’Anse
By Catherine Andrews

Detroit Edison to contribute to DTE's “renewable 
energy mandate”.

The 71-page “Public Comment Version” of the 
Health Consultation analyzes levels of 
contaminants found in 20 soil samples in L’Anse 
Township.  In November 2016, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) collected 16 soil samples 
in the village of L’Anse and 4 control samples in 
the community of Zeba four miles north of L’Anse.   
ATSDR recommended that EPA collect additional 
samples in August 2017 in L’Anse due to elevated 
levels of dioxin at a residence 700 meters 
southeast of LWEC.  The highest levels of 
contaminants are found in the Village of L’Anse 
downwind from LWEC and diminish as the 
distance from the plant increases.  All the Zeba 
samples were dramatically lower than the L’Anse 

.....continued on next page

from Mi Wild Highlands, Wind Action Coalition

from Mi Wild Highlands, Wind Action Coalition
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Analysis of Contaminants continued from page 2

samples.  ATSDR concludes that contact with 
dioxins, metals (including lead), the pesticide 
pentachlorophenol (PCP), and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) in soil in L’Anse is not 
expected to harm people’s health.

Air contaminants were estimated using modeling 
techniques based upon a 2016 LWEC stack test.  
ATSDR concludes that breathing the estimated 
levels of air contaminants emitted by LWEC is not 
expected to harm people’s health.  ATSDR added, 
however, that they cannot characterize potential 
health effects in the past when certain contaminants 
were emitted in larger amounts.

The conclusions of this report, which include 
sections devoted to “Limitations and Uncertainties”, 

do not inspire confidence regarding the well-being of 
the L’Anse community and surrounding environment.  
FOLK is pleased MDEQ,  US EPA and ATSDR have 
investigated complaints against LWEC that began 
more than 5 years ago.  Citizen action has resulted in 
changes in operating procedures, actual physical 
construction improvements and the supposed 
elimination of PCP treated railroad ties from the fuel 
mix.  However, FOLK continues to monitor 
emissions associated with the combustion of 
hazardous materials LWEC is permitted to burn.  We 
are currently working with the Center for Health, 
Environment & Justice to interpret the nuances of the 
ATSDR Health Consultation document and will keep 
you informed as we learn more.  Thank you all for 
your continued support!
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FOLK 
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PO Box 473 

Houghton MI 49931
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Membership Form
FOLK Friends of the Land of Keweenaw 

PO Box 473 Houghton MI 49931

Please print) Name _________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________ 
City__________________________________ State _______ Zip__________________ 
(Optional) Email _________________________ Phone (____)___________ Date _________
 ❐ Individual (Annual Membership / Jan-Dec): $10   
❐ Senior Citizen, Unemployed, Student (Annual): $5   
 ❐ Organization (Annual): $35                               
❐ I would like to contribute to FOLK’s legal fund.          $ _________________
 ❐ I cannot afford the annual membership fee but would still like to be listed as a member. 
 ❐ I am not a member but I would like to receive the newsletter. 
❐ I want to get involved with FOLK! Please contact me by: (circle one) email or phone.  
 ❐ Other __________________________________________________Total enclosed: $_________________

Folks at FOLK would like YOU to be a member of 
FOLK!  But you probably already are a member!  
Please give this newsletter to someone who might 
be interested in joining the FOLK folks!  

Thanks

FOLK 
Board of Directors 

2017-2018
Chris Alquist            

Catherine Andrews
Rosemary Grier
Linda Rulison             
Dave Rulison
Horst Schmidt             
Doug Welker              

https://www.facebook.com/folkorg/
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