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Save the Date!
Doug Welker

Upper Peninsula Environmental 
Coalition will hold its 7th Annual 
Celebrate the UP! event on March 
18–19 at the Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa 
Community College Baraga campus. 
Join us for a Friday evening movie, 
and your choice of 12 one-hour 
presentations on Saturday, followed 
by an inspirational talk by Trevor 
�omas, a blind hiker who has 
trekked more than 18,000 miles, 
much of it on very challenging trails.  

All Celebrate the UP! events are free 
and open to the public. Watch for 
more details at upenvironment.org 
and facebook.com/folkorg. ❖

For more info on Ben and the Great 
Lakes Commons: www.benweaver.net 
and www.greatlakescommons.org

Last July, FOLK sponsored an 
uplifting celebration of song and poetry 
with Ben Weaver in Houghton. 
Surrounding Water was the
theme of his three-week
bicycling circumnavi-
gation of Lake Superior,
visiting its communities
to raise awareness with
new stories of saving our
fresh water and resources.
With his guitar and banjo,
Ben carried his message around
Lake Superior, in partnership with
the Great Lakes Commons. 

Ben will return to the Copper 
Country to share tales of his trip through 
music and poetry, at the Orpheum 
�eater in Hancock on Saturday night, 
February 13. Mark your calendars! 

Ben Weaver: Surrounding Water Recap
An Evening of Song, Story and Re�ection from a Bicycle Trip around Lake Superior

JOIN US!
Saturday

February 13
Orpheum Theater
Hancock, Michigan

Membership 
Form

President’s Message
Linda Rulison 

As 2015 drew to a close, we re�ected on a very busy year and the 
many local issues that called for citizen engagement. At our November 
General Membership meeting, attendees identi�ed, from a list of 10, 
these top three issues as most important to them:
• Highland Copper’s interest in mineral deposits from the tip of the  
 Keweenaw to Copperwood in Gogebic County
• Torch Lake Superfund site in Lake Linden
• L’Anse Warden Electric Company’s alleged biomass power facility 

�e L’Anse Warden Electric Company (LWEC) biomass power 
facility is a major focus of our activity. We discussed LWEC’s clean air 
violations and poor response to citizen complaints with the MDEQ; 
we asked the EPA to initiate an investigation into Traxys' (owner/ 
operator of LWEC) lack of compliance; and we sent a letter to the 
federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry asking them 
to investigate health problems emanating from LWEC pollution.

We ask you, our membership, to continue supporting our e�orts 
�nancially. What does your contribution do? It helps us pay for 
administrative services – bookkeeping, our website, printing and 
advertising. We also sponsor public educational events, such as Ben 
Weaver's bike tour around Lake Superior and his free concert and talk 
on Great Lakes Common. We continue to attend MDEQ meetings, 
talk to groups, write newsletters, and comment on permit renewals, 
among other things. As one board member says, “We do this on our 
own time and own dime because we believe the work we do will keep 
our Keweenaw from further environmental degradation.”

To start the new year on a positive note, please consider giving 
above and beyond your normal contribution. Your support keeps us 
going! Thank you. ❖

All memberships expired on Dec. 31, 2015.
Please send in your renewal today to support our environmental work.

Get involved by joining one of our committees on local issues. 
We need YOU!

Photo courtesy of Michael Shupe
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MDEQ Meeting with U.P. 
Environmental 
Organizations

On July 29 last summer, Dan Wyant, 
MDEQ Director, came to Marquette as 
part of his statewide tour, with a message 
of inviting environmental groups to join 
in dialog with the agency to break down 
barriers.

On November 6, FOLK had our �rst 
meeting with Marquette DEQ sta�. �e 
agenda included discussion of mining 
and water permitting processes, Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) simpli�ca- 
tion and cost issues, and public hearings 
and comments. �e discussion was 
spirited on all three topics.

DEQ sta� member Joe Maki, who 
handles mine permitting, explained the 
process to the group. Questions were 
raised about the department’s handling 
of the permitting on Eagle Mine, which 
Mr. Maki tried to justify. Another sta� 
member went through the water 
permitting process. On FOIA, the 
department plans to put as much 
information as possible online, which 
should signi�cantly reduce FOIA 
requests.

�e DEQ air quality specialist, Ed 
Lancaster, who inadequately monitors 
the L’Anse Warden plant, was put on the 
spot based on detailed analysis of the 
permit application. Comments from 
Mary Booth and members of the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community were 
highly critical of the company’s 
application, lack of credible data and 
apparent violations of EPA regulations. 
Duly noted was the fact that Mr. 
Lancaster was unwilling to work with 
concerned citizens of L’Anse, except in a 
very super�cial manner.

Although we did not agree with the 
DEQ on all matters, we learned the 
reasoning behind their actions, and they 
heard our concerns. �e groups will 
continue to meet quarterly in the 
coming year. ❖

The Importance of Volunteering
Doug Welker

Often the tireless e�orts of many seem to go unnoticed. Our 
board members may receive an occasional “thank you,” and I expect 
most FOLK members appreciate what we do, but I think more 

“formal” recognition is in order. Some of us have been on the board for 
a relatively short time, but folks like Linda and Dave Rulison, 
Rosemary Grier, and Catherine Andrews have worked hard on 
FOLK’s behalf for decades. And, our e�orts on behalf of FOLK are 
only part of what we do.

Years ago my involvement with trails was largely as a hiker. In 
middle age, though, I realized I needed to give something back to the 
hiking community, so I began working on the North Country Trail 
(NCT), mainly in the western U.P. I have spent well more than 
10,000 volunteer hours in that e�ort, and I’m sure that, over the years 
NCT volunteers have contributed more than a million volunteer 
hours in total. Easily tens of thousands of hours have been given by 
FOLK volunteers for FOLK activities alone.

I recently received NCTA’s Lifetime Achievement Award for my 
e�orts, but there are simply not enough awards out there to recognize 
the e�orts of all who have spent so much of their lives on important 
volunteer work. In lieu of such awards, I give a heartfelt �ank YOU! 
to all such folks.

May each of you recognize the untiring e�orts of FOLK’s board 
and other FOLK volunteers, and ask yourself if you might be willing 
to volunteer in some way. ❖

UPDATE: Torch Lake Area of 
Concern 
Horst Schmidt

Horst Schmidt met with Clif Clark, 
District Supervisor, DEQ Remediation   
and Redevelopment Division (RRD), in 
Marquette on November 6, about the 
work being done at Torch Lake. Data was 
collected from the lake and the near shore 
area of the former Calumet and Hecla 
mills in Tamarack City in the second year 
of RRD’s investigation, to �nd the sources 
of PCB and other contaminants.

Amy Keranen, DEQ project manager, is 
overseeing the work of contractor, Weston. 
�e goal of the project is to understand 
what public health and environmental 
risks are posed in the area and to �nd 
contamination “hot spots” that can then 
be cleaned up.

�is winter, Clark and Keranen will go 
over this year's data to identify the highest 
priority sites, develop clean-up estimates 
and allocate available funds of RRD for 
the 2016 season. In spring, the third and 
perhaps �nal year of sampling will be done 
at the former site of the Calumet and 
Hecla Mining Company operations.  
Similar work is intended in future years at 
the former Quincy Mining Company 
operations areas on the southern end of 
Torch Lake, including the Mason mill and 
coal dock area.

We commend Clark and Keranen for 
their dedicated, systematic approach to 
locating, and e�orts to clean up, the worst 
of the hot spots. Mr. Clark said he asks for 
the EPA Emergency Response Unit from 
Grosse Isle, MI, when immediate clean up 
needs to be done and the work is suitable 
for their resources. 

It has been close to a half century since 
mining operations ended. Yet, for most of 
these decades, only sporadic, mostly 
ine�ective and uncoordinated clean-up 
work has been the order of the day. We 
hope one of the most severely degraded 
lakes in the state can �nally start its 
recovery. ❖

L'Anse Warden “Biomass” Facility Threatens 
Area Residents and the Lake Superior 
Bioregion
Catherine Andrews

On September 9, 2015, 
in collaboration with 
Partnership for Public 
Integrity (PFPI), FOLK 
submitted detailed, 
technical comments to    
the Department of 
Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) addressing the lack 
of appropriate controls and safeguards in the Renewable Operating 
Permit for the L’Anse Warden Electric Co. (LWEC). Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community (KBIC) separately reiterated many of the same 
concerns, and many local citizens also sent in comments.

For at least �ve years, noxious fumes from the facility have 
blanketed downwind communities. Residents near the plant report 
observations of particulate matter along with frequent disagreeable 
chemical odors. Fugitive dust from chemically treated railroad ties 
and particulates from chipped tires (used in the fuel mix) drift from 
the plant site and settle on the surrounding area. Many citizens, 
including two local, retired doctors, are concerned about potential 
respiratory e�ects on residents, young and old.

Complaints to the DEQ Environmental Quality Analyst have 
been ignored. Evidence submitted in the form of videos, physical 
samples, and an independent analysis are discounted for not going 
through the DEQ “chain of command.” To date, the only DEQ test 
of the area consisted of placing four petri dishes upwind from the 
source.

Although LWEC o�cials consistently claim they are operating in 
compliance with regulations, a required air emission stack test last 
September 24 revealed that more than two times the allowable 
hydrogen chloride limit was being released into the atmosphere.

FOLK’S position is that LWEC should be classi�ed as a solid 
waste incinerator because they are burning toxic, chemically treated 
materials and construction debris as fuel. Incinerators are required 
to operate under much more stringent regulations than LWEC 
currently faces.  

 Due to the leadership of FOLK, KBIC, and PFPI, as well as 
dedicated e�orts of concerned citizens, on November 4, the 
Environmental Protection Agency initiated an investigation of 
LWEC’s operations. �ey will review LWEC’s compliance with 
permit regulations and their certi�cation as a biomass facility, as well 
as other points. We welcome the investigation and will continue to 
document impacts on the local community. Look for updates on 
our website and Facebook page. ❖
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FOLK Supports the 
Copper Country 
Recycling Initiative

To learn about the new 
local recycling program, 
contact these members of 
the Copper Country 
Recycling Initiative:  

• Suzanne Van Dam 
snowy.earth@gmail.com

• Evan McDonald 
evanmcdonald@keweenaw 
landtrust.org ❖

FOLK’S
Adopt-A-
Highway 
Program
Rosemary Grier

FOLK has been a charter member  
of Michigan’s Adopt-A -Highway 
program since its inception 25 years 
ago. Since 1990, our members have 
faithfully donned safety vests and 
gloves, trash bags in hand, and picked 
up litter three times a year along our 
two-mile stretch on US 41 in Baraga 
County. During those 25 years, we 
have gathered more than 500 bags of 
garbage!

We thank all who have joined us in 
highway clean-up over the years, and 
we look forward to working with you 
in 2016. Please contact Rosemary Grier 
for details: 906-334-2660. ❖


