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A Message from Linda Rulison, FOLK President 

Mining development around the Great Lakes continues to be the is-

sue of the moment. With three proposed mines in the Upper Peninsula 

alone, it is vitally important that the people of the western UP prepare 

themselves to respond to the risks posed by new mines.   

To help us do just that, FOLK has organized the Mining Educa-

tion and Empowerment Campaign. The two-phase campaign will 

enable our citizens to: 

 Assess the risks new mining poses to the western UP ecosys-

tem, economy and society.   

 Make well-informed, effective and ethically grounded re-

sponses to proposals to undertake new mines. 

 Participate fully in the process through which new mining 

proposals are reviewed.    

Phase one, a preparatory phase, is now underway.  We have 

formed an action research committee that has begun its investiga-

tion of the risks and benefits of new mining. Soon we will begin an 

outreach and education program to provide information about min-

ing to our citizens.  We will conduct house parties, hold workshops, 

and make public presentations. In addition, we plan to engage our 

government representatives in a dialogue about the risks of new 

mines.   

We are also modifying our website to better address mining is-

sues and will soon begin sending out email notices about new min-

ing developments.   

In phase two we will use the capacity—the knowledge and uni-

ty—we have acquired in phase one to evaluate new mining pro-

posals.  

Mining poses a serious threat to our water, to our environment 

and economy, and to our health and well-being—and to that of 

our children and their children.                                                                                       

Please get involved in the campaign.  Participate  in action re-

search.  Hold a house party.  And provide us financial support to 

cover the costs of the campaign.  

By working together we can assure that our concerns are heard 

and acted on as the prospect of new mining comes to our region. 

 
 

 

 

Announcements 

FOLK Seats New Board   

At its annual meeting in Octo-

ber, FOLK  members elected the 

following officers:  President, 

Linda Rulison; Vice President, 

John Evans; and Treasurer, Ted 

Soldan.  The position of Secre-

tary was left vacant.  The Board 

is now made up the officers, 

Doug Welker, Fran Whitman, 

Connie Sherry, Milt Salo, 

Rosemary Grier and Scott Ruth-

erford. 

KBIC Potluck and Film 

FOLK members are invited to 

join members of KBIC on 

Wednesday, March 14 for a pot-

luck and to view the film Four 
Corners: A National Sacrifice 

Area?  The potluck will begin at 

5:00 PM in the Ojibwa Casino 

Chippewa Room and will be fol-

lowed at 6:00 PM by a showing 

of the film.  (The film will also 

be shown at 12:30 PM  at the 

Ojibwa Senior Citizens Center.) 

Bring a place setting. 

Four Corners documents the 

cultural and ecological impacts 

of coal strip-mining, uranium 

mining and oil shale develop-

ment in Utah, Colorado, New 

Mexico and Arizona – homeland 

of the Hopi and Navajo.  

Four Corners is part of a se-

ries of films on mining’s impact 

on Native people.  It is being of-

fered by the KBIC  Natural Re-

sources Department Mining 

Outreach & Education Initiative.  

A schedule of upcoming films in 

the series is available at: 

http://www.facebook.com/event

s/186544221449042/ 

Highway Trash Pickup 

Spring highway trash pickup is  

scheduled for April 14 to April  

22.   If you would like to help, 

please contact Rosemary Grier 

at rosemary.grier@gmail.com  

for more information.   

Upcoming Events 

These are two events we 

thought you would be interest-

ed in: 

 2012 North Woods Na-

tive Plant Society field trips 

have been scheduled.  For 

more information go to:  

    www.folkup.org, 

 UPEC Celebrate the UP 

event is scheduled for 

March 30-31 in Marquette.  

For more information, visit 

www.folkup.org. 
 

FOLK’s Action Research Program:   

Giving our citizens a voice in mining decisions  

Folk’s action research committee, made up of citizens with both 

technical and non-technical backgrounds, will begin its risk as-

sessment of new mines by studying five high priority topics:   

 Property rights and the ownership of mineral rights.  

 Mining’s threat to our water resources. 

 Mining’s economic impact. 

 Western UP geology and mining design. 

 Mining law and regulations.  

Later the committee will give its attention to other topics, includ-

ing: mining’s impact on human health; mining's impact on our eco-

system; mining and treaty rights and Native/non-Native relations; 

and local self-governance and participatory democracy.  

We expect to complete our study of property rights and the own-

ership of mineral rights shortly.  

Citizens will have several opportunities to become involved in 

action research:  

 By engaging with others in the examination of a particular 

topic. 

 By participating in forums and workshops at which citizen in-

put on a topic is sought. 

 By participating in the presentation and review of research 

findings.    

Please consider helping us do the research. You don’t need to 

have any special qualifications.  All you need is a desire to assure 

that we citizens have a voice in determining the ecological and eco-

nomic future of this place we call home, as well as the health and 

well-being of our families, most especially our children. Contact us.  

Prepared by Scott Rutherford 
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Orvana’ s Copperwood Mine: 

 No Eagle Mine, but many concerns 

Currently MDEQ is reviewing applications from Orvana 

Resources to open a copper mine (Copperwood) in Gogebic 

County, just west of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State 

Park.  MDEQ has taken public input on the project. Among 

the concerns expressed are:     

 The mine's proximity to Lake Superior and the com-

pany's desire to remove water from the Lake and dis-

charge it back into the Lake after it is used in mining 

activity and ore processing.   The water would contain 

heavy metals (including mercury) and dangerous 

chemicals.  

 Continuing subsidence of the ground surface above 

the mine after mine closure, likely affecting ground-

water conditions and surface water runoff into the 

Lake.  

 The structural integrity of the massive tailings dispos-

al facility. 

 The absence of a potential worst-case scenario for a 

catastrophic event.  

 The fact that MDEQ took only two days to determine 

that Orvana’ s complex more than 1,000 page applica-

tion was administratively complete. 

 The uncertainty that the financial assurances that 

Orvana will put up are sufficient.  

A site plan for the mine is available at:  

www.northcountrytrail.org/pwf/copperwoodsiteplan.pdf                                       

Submitted by Doug Welker 

 

Brief Notes 

WMAN Conference.  FOLK members Catherine An-

drews and Fran Whitman this past September attend-

ed the Western Mining Action Network’s (WMAN) Bi-

ennial Conference in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  The 

main theme of the conference was “Working Together 

As One;  Sustaining Water, Culture, & Healthy Com-

munities.”  Participants attended from Canada, Mexico, 

and the United States.  Approximately half  the partici-

pants were from Indigenous communities.  (FOLK is 

the recipient of a $3,000 WMAN grant to support the 

action research program.) 

Submitted by Fran Whitman 

Garlic Mustard Invasion.  Garlic mustard is causing 

huge problems for landowners.  A U.P.-wide garlic 

mustard detection and eradication project is now un-

derway.  This non-native species has been found in 14 

locations in Houghton County, but has not yet been de-

tected in Keweenaw or Baraga Counties.  

It can most easily be spotted in late spring/early 

summer, when second year plants are sending up flow-

ering stalks with clusters of white, 4-petaled flowers.  A 

short video about it is available at:  http://www.in-

sightevideo.com/wff/garlicmustard.html.   

Please report any suspected garlic mustard plants in 

Houghton, Keweenaw, and Baraga counties to the 

Houghton Keweenaw Conservation District (HKCD) at 

906-482-0214  or  sue.haralson@mi.nacdnet.net.   

Submitted by Janet Marr 

 

I  wish to renew my membership in (or join) FOLK! 

 

 

 

 

Email address:_________________________ (Optional) 

Annual Membership Dues:  Individual - $10____  Senior citizen, unemployed, student- $5____  

Organization - $35____   

     Check here if you do not want your free  FOLK tote bag____  

I wish to support FOLK’s Education and Empowerment Campaign:                          

    I will participate in action research_____   host a house party____    other________________ 

     Send me more information about________________________________      Keep me informed _____ 

    Enclosed is my donation of:  $500 __  $200 __  $100 __  $50 __  $25__  Other_____ 

Send your tax-deductible check for dues and donations to:  FOLK, P.O. Box 213, L’Anse, MI 49946 

You may also pay dues or make a donation on line @ http://www.folkup.org/donate.php   

Contact FOLK:   Email: fupemail386@folkup.org   Phone (906) 370-2304 
 

Friends of the Land of Keweenaw                                                                .  

P.O. Box 213 

L’Anse MI 49946 

www.folkup.org 
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